End of the Year Exhibition, Student Artist Statements

Why do you make art?
I make art because it is fun and I love things that are fun so that is why I make art.
What do you like to use to make your art?
I like to use clay, paint, markers, oil pastels, and a also paper, of course.
What does your art mean to you?
My art means a lot to me because it is hard work and it doesn’t matter if it is bad or good. I still love it.
Brook
Grade 3

I made a dancer that dances all night and day. I created her because my learning goal was to create
something that has light. I went right to the main source, sun and stars. I put them on my dancer
because I love dancing. That is why I created this.
Madyson
Grade 5

 When I make artwork, I mostly use clay; but, sometimes, I also like to use fabric. I usually make
artwork about my ideas; but sometimes, I also make artwork about things I saw. When I am making art, I
feel good about it. When I am finished my artwork, I am most proud of what I have done. When people
look at my work, I want them to see my creativity. I also want them to notice color. Creating art is
important to me because I can make my ideas. Art is amazing. I can make new things. I am really good
at drawing in my sketchbook.
Morgan
Grade 6

When I make artwork, I mostly use oil pastels; but, sometimes, I also like to use clay. I usually make
artwork about happiness; but, sometimes, I also make artwork about animals. When I am making art, I
feel happy. When I am finished my artwork, I am most proud of drawing. When people look at my work,
I want them to see creativity. I also want them to notice colors. Creating art is important to me because
it is fun. Art is creative.
Celeste
Grade 6

Ginesium
When I started this painting it was just five basic colors; red, yellow, orange, black and purple.
Now, it has evolved and there is sixteen different colors and some of them are mixed. I focused on size
and shape with each color; and, when you think about it, it looks like a puzzle that each piece has it’s part
and it won’t work if they are moved. If you follow the mixed colors they will guide you through the
painting. With all the colors it looks like an explosion of color! The name of this painting is Ginesium
because the palette that I used to hold the paint was bigger than my usual one.
Matthew
Grade 6

As a GT art student I love to do art. Whether its my free time or an assigned project I am always
drawing something. I will draw almost anything requested even though I prefer drawing some things
than others. I’ve been drawing for as long as I can remember. Of course my style has changed
dramatically along the way. When I first started drawing my favorite animal was a horse, and even
though it still is, now, 5 years later, I’m drawing more than I had ever expected. With creatures you would
only hope to see in stories too characters created from scratch, I’ve drawn so much. Even now, I still take
on my love of animals and use than as some of the main components in most of my drawings. Art will
always be a part of my life. Even if I stop at some point, when I can’t find the time to draw anymore, it
will always be with me.
Natalie
Grade 7

Art is something that allows me to express my emotions and ideas on a piece of paper instead of
words. When a reader sees my art, i would like them to think. I like making art that makes people think.
What I put into my art are my ideas and feelings not just the materials. This year I experimented with
watercolors which was something I was NOT good at before. But now I can push the color where i want
it. I also worked on my value and shading which helped me with making things look more realistic and
not flat. Materials I use this year was graphite, charcoal, and water colors. I enjoyed using watercolors
because of how easy it is to move the color around where you want it and I also enjoyed using charcoal
because if you make a mistake or not like what you created, you can wipe it away. Another reason why I
enjoyed using charcoal is because shading is simple and isn’t as hard as graphite. I enjoyed exploring
realism and abstract art. I worked more on my people drawing skills and I can now draw an eye without
it looking completely flat or not realistic at all. I learned that facial features are not made with lines but
with shadow which is something I’ve also worked on and am continuing to.
Megan
Grade 8


I wrote “I am here to express the beauty in solitude and live outside of the box.” I am still
developing my art style, but I feel like I am working towards achieving this goal and can express
myself more fully than I could at the beginning of the year. My purpose did not change overall.
Making art is a release for me, mentally and emotionally. It allows me to have an outlet.
I don’t usually like people looking at my art unless I know they can give me feedback since my art is
sometimes personal, but when they do I want them to experience the drawing their own way, not just the
way intended it to be. I want viewers to know that I sometimes put
deeper meanings in my artwork, but I want them to interpret the art in their own way.
I have developed my abilities to proportion figures and to understand shading and light. I have also
begun to understand how to create a complete composition and not just a character study. I mostly used
pencil, pen, and charcoal, but sometimes painted with acrylic or watercolor.
I only used some clay. These mediums allowed me to experience different ways of using color
and materials. In art, I’ve explored many ideas, ranging from quick, lighthearted character
studies to thoughtful art pieces. I put a lot of myself into most of my drawings, and different
ideas tend to develop because of my thoughts and how I’m feeling.
Daley
Grade 10

Art is a language. it’s a language that people will mostly understand. Since a young age I’d been
struggling to make my voice heard. Struggling to be taller than 4 feet, struggling to tell people that I’d
been upset, instead of listening to their issues. Whisper is not a language that most people understand,
nor is a whimper. A couple of years ago, I figured out how to talk. I found out how to make myself known,
how to speak. Art is the language I use. I make art, because that’s how I know I’m being heard. The colors
are tones, the images are words, the paper is syntax. There is a whole system based on beauty and
expression, and I can use it to scream.
Sometimes I think that the world is too dark, and sometimes I think it’s too light. I draw
about, sculpt about it. My inspiration comes from the need to inform or share. How can I not tell people
that the world is dark,
scary, that people are
killing other people? How
can I not share the light I
see with people who are
sad? Making art lets
something loose in me. I
can breathe now, breathe
and laugh, and cry, and
express myself.
I have
grown. My growth can be
charted by the burdens
my art carries. Sure, my
line use has improved
some, yeah I can shade
really well, but that’s not
it, is it? That’s not my
growth. Since I’ve
discovered my inner
artist, I’ve been able to
get the burdens, and
cynicisms out of me. Been
able to tell someone, and
focus on better things,
lighter things.
This year I
used a plethora of
mediums: camera,
myself, pencil,
watercolor, charcoal, pastels, and clay. I think this allowed me to grow in my art, by expanding my
experience. The things that I experimented with this year are: dancing, work with charcoal, and using
watercolors to create controversial pieces of art. These things are important, however, they are not my
focus. When I make art, when someone watches, or looks, or even glances I don’t want them to know, I
want them to feel. I want them to laugh, or cry. I want their heart to beat in fear, or their muscles to
clench in anger, or maybe even their eyes to roll at the sheer childishness of the piece. I want them to
experience change. If my art does not make a person feel then I have done something wrong.
Jasmine
Grade 10

Art helps me relax and gives me a break from my busy schedule. Between either working almost
everyday after school and getting up at five for baseball practice, it’s nice to have a time where I can chill
and do my own thing. It’s
different then when I was younger
and did not enjoy it at all.
I kind of understand art now and
enjoy it. I really don’t do
art for other people’s view, more
just to relax myself, but if
there was something I would like
people to experience
when they see my art is to relax. I
also don’t want viewers
to know anything about my art, I
want them to form their
own opinion on it and they don’t
need to know me to
understand my work. It’s not up to
me to give them an
opinion of my work, I do it for me. I
really think my drawing
skills have improved, considering I
couldn't draw at all at the
beginning of the class. Even though
I only took the class for
half a year I think I improved. I can
honestly say I have
improved more in this class than
any other class in school
this year. Mostly because I was
horrible in the beginning,
but I still improved a lot. I mostly
used paper and pencil. I
used paint a few times, but I really
liked using paper and pencil. I don’t know why but I enjoyed drawing a lot, it gave me a positive impact of
my art experience this year. I explored shading and mixing paint. Also I actually drew, which is a giant
leap for me considering I couldn’t do any sort of art before I came into this class.
Dominic
Grade 12

Becoming An Artist, Or Finding One
My name is Josh ____. This past year was a very unique one, both as an artist and as a person. A
lot of things have changed along the way. I’ve always enjoyed the concept of art, however our first
themed project opened up doors for me. It was the tree theme, and I was on my final piece. I did a lone
tree in pen and ink. It was simple, yet very time consuming but also beautiful. This was the first time I’ve
ever been proud of my artwork. My expectations for art were already exceeded at that point. I’ve put a
lot more time into art since that point and I’m very glad that I did. Its acted as almost a therapy since
then.
When people look at my art, I want them to think about anything they wish. Past experiences,
hopes for the future; whatever they want to feel like it represents. Music is my main form of art. Music
and drawing correlate well together and I want people to understand that. I’ve learned a lot over the
year about other types of art, such as music, food or even just older art styles. I’ve grown to appreciate
all of them. My main tool for creating artwork would be Photoshop just for the sheer amount of creativity
you can express with its endless tools. That being said, I wish I had done more pen and ink projects like
the first tree. The main theme for my works has been darkness rather than lighter pictures, however I
have made many pieces that contrast the dark side completely. This year, I’ve grown as an artist
incredibly. I’ve found myself as an artist, now I need to work on finding myself as a person.
Joshua
Grade12

My Endless Journey
I like to think of my work as parts of who I am, and although most of my work is done in shades of
grey, I feel like it is done colorfully, not because they are powerful works, per-se, but because they each
mark certain points of emotion in my life, or chapters. Seeing how I’ve progressed, from solely drawing
from imagination, to studying and drawing what was in front of my face, to creating works that, I feel,
bring forward emotions in myself, either from past experiences, or something that I would turn to for
solace, I see that each stage helped me bring forward parts of myself that I either kept hidden from the
world, or didn’t know was there at all. Much of my works are done in graphite because I feel I can express
myself best in that medium.
Something I have learned in my high school art career is the beauty of the human anatomy.
Perhaps this stems from the factual, realist side of me, maybe some other corner of myself that I haven’t
found yet, but after I invested a part of my time to study forms, movement, and the different planes, I
found that it played a vital role in the development of my skills, not only in the quality, but also in the
gravity.
My thoughts on art is that it is the stem of all humanity. Granola, or pointless to some, but there
is nothing else in this world that could speak so many levels without a word. Without art, or expression,
life becomes nothing but
survival.
In the beginning of
the year, Mrs. Cerceo posed a
question to the other art
students, and myself. On the
board, before all of her
students, she taped a poster
that stated a quote from a
famous artist whose name
escapes me. But unlike his
name, I didn’t forget what he
said. “The purpose of my
life, as an artist, is to live out
loud.” Now this spoke to
me, not only as an artist, but
as a person. She then
asked, “Why are you here?” It
was a simple question, but
after endless hours of thinking
on the question, I learned
that it was more complex that I
had previously imagined. To give one answer would leave a world of questions still unanswered. And to
this day, I still ponder that question, like I am sure I will for a very long time. Until then, I will answer to
the best of my ability…
I have no idea what the future holds. I don’t know why I am here, and sometimes I question the
importance. I know my purpose won’t be that of a comic book heroine. It’ll be simple, ordinary, maybe
mundane. But like the question, it will always be more complex and meaningful than what is seen from
the outside. Knowing this makes my purpose that much greater, same does knowing that everyone has a
purpose, in your life and in others’.
Now, I will be graduating this year, and, of course, I’d like to leave with a ‘bang’. Unfortunately,
I’ll probably leave as quietly as I came, but those who know me, know that like most things I say won’t be
heard unless you really listen, most of what I do, or make can only be appreciated if you try to relate, or
understand the emotion behind it. This being my last art show, I will do my best to display all of my work,
the good, the bad, the ugly, to not only display my works as an artist, but also the parts of me that I am
leaving behind, the summary of my prologue. I hope those who take the time to read this can further
enjoy my work as well as take time to enjoy my fellow artists’ work and their thoughts behind each piece.
Dorothy
Grade 12

